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that he was aft outsider among his own people,
although he was, in fact, an embodiment of a certain
number of French characteristics. Stresemann only
saw in him what was typical and distinctive of the
whole nation, but it was enough to give him a psycho-
logical understanding of the French character in
general, and a just view of the presuppositions of
French politics.

He was soon to have the opportunity of making
practical use of his observations, but, in the meantime,
event followed event in bewildering confusion; the
cauldron of domestic politics began to boil, and during
those months that were to be so momentous for the
country's future, flung up a political crisis.

For this crisis Stresemann himself was partly
responsible, and his conversation with Barthou was its
immediate cause. Barthou himself realised that after
that semi-official interview the exclusion of the People's
Party was no longer practical, and he left Berlin with
the feeling that Wirth had been overthrown and that
he had played the part of destiny.

When Wirth heard of the meeting between Barthou
and Stresemann, he on his part tried to establish
relations with the People's Party. Georg Bernhard
offered his services as mediator. But the dinner that
he arranged for Wirth and the leaders of the People's
Party turned out badly for the Chancellor. Rumours
of these negotiations reached the Social Democrats,
who thought Wirth had gone behind their backs and
betrayed them. Wirth, the most faithful friend of the
Left, was overthrown by his former allies. But Wirth's
fall did not, as was expected, lead to Stresemann's rise
to power. A Business Cabinet was formed as an interim